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“This short tone-poem is the outcome of a poignant memory connected with the war. The 
equal suffering and sacrifice of all classes in the cause of common humanity, which led to the 
honouring of the Unknown Warrior, have been felt by all, and have been well expressed by 
Laurence Binyon in the lines:-
    
        With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
        England mourns for her dead across the sea:
        Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,     
        Fallen in the cause of the free, etc.

When the Unknown Warrior was brought home to his last resting-place ‘there was a thick 
mist over the Channel, out of which the warship slowly emerged’ as she drew near to Dover 
[November 10, 1920 – ed.]. This explanation of the title will give the clue to the 
understanding of the music. The opening is quiet, with muted lower strings, as the ship feels 
her way through the murk. Slight rifts in the mist are hinted at by the use here and there of the 
upper strings; and the melancholy phrases enlarge as the ship creeps onward with her fateful 
burden. After a pause, mutes are removed, the air grows brighter, and the deep gloom upon 
men’s spirits is somewhat relieved, though the tension is still strong. Gradually the style 
enlarges and becomes more elevated as larger views of the meaning of sacrifice calm the 
spirit. The agitation of the soul reasserts itself, broadens, and leads to the final section, 
Largamente appassionata, ff, as with a burst of sad exaltation the representative of the 
nameless thousands who have died in the common cause is brought out of the darkness to his 
own.”

(Programme note by H. Orsmond Anderton from the first performance, June 1921, by the 
Birmingham and Midland Orchestra, conducted by Sir Granville Bantock)

Out of the Mist
Orchestral Poem (1921)

Lilian Elkington
(September 15, 1900 – August 13, 1969)

Instrumentation: 
2 flutes + piccolo

1 oboe + cor anglais
2 clarinets in A

2 bassoons
contra-bassoon (ad lib)

4 horns in F
2 trumpets in C

2 tenor trombones
bass trombone

bass tuba
timpani

bass drum, side drum, cymbals
harp

strings
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